Penicillins
Action

· Inhibits cell-wall synthesis

· Causes cell lysis

· Bacteriocidal

General
· Introduced in the 20’s 

· Treats strep, pneumonia, anthrax, rabbit fever, syphilis, meningococcal meningitis

Side Effects and Adverse Reactions

· Abdominal pain
· Flatulence

· Rash
· GI problems are common

· Superinfections (Yeast)

Nursing Assessment & Interventions
· Assess for allergy to penicillin!

· Monitor I & O 
· Monitor vital signs

· Assess liver function

Nursing Diagnosis

· Risk for infection

· Risk for impaired tissue integrity

· Risk for noncompliance with drug regimen
Patient Teaching

· Do not mix with aminoglycosides because penicillin will inactive them

· Instruct the patient to finish the entire prescription

· Increase fluid intake

