Signs and Symptoms 
CVA

Cognitive
· Agnosia (inability to recognize 1 or more subjects that are familiar)

· Confusion

· Coma (coma will result if confusion is not treated)

· Emotional lability (mood ups and downs)

· Irritability

· Agitation

· Disorientation

· Memory impairment

Visual (usually ipsilateral)
· Homonymous Hemianopia (same half of the visual field is gone in both eyes)

· Horner’s syndrome (ptosis of upper lid)

· Blurred vision

· Diplopia (double vision)

Motor (usually contralateral)
· Contralateral Hemiparesis (one-sided weakness)
· Contralateral Hemiplegia  (one-sided paralysis)

· Apraxia (inability to carry out purposeful movements)

· Flacid

· Spasticity (related to increased muscle tone)

· Bowel & bladder changes 

Communication
· Expressive aphasia-Cannot create speech (Broca’s)

· Receptive aphasia-Cannot understand speech (Wernicke’s)

· Global aphasia (both expressive and receptive)

· Dysarthria (inability to articulate speech)

Other

· Vomiting

· Dysphagia

· Suppressed gag reflex

· Suppressed cough reflex

· Avoidance of affected side

· Hypertension
