Cephalosporins
Action
· Bacteriocidal
· Broad spectrum (gram positive & negative bacteria) depending on generation

General

· Four (4) generations of cephalosporins
1st Generation (Duricef, Ancef, Keflex)

2nd Generation (Ceclor)

3rd Generation (Cefobid, Rocephin)

4th Generation (Maxipime)

· 1st & 2nd generation affect gram positive and gram negative bacteria

· 3rd generation affects gram negative bacteria

· 4th generation is in development and affect gram positive and gram negative bacteria

· Similar to penicillin

· Patients allergic to penicillin may have a cross reaction

Side Effects and Adverse Reactions

· NEPHROTOXIC
· Alteration in blood clotting with large doses (increased bleeding)
· Flatulence (common)

· Headache

· Dizziness

· Lethargy

· Phlebitis at IV site

· Local abscess at IM sites

Nursing Assessment

· Assess for allergy to cephalosporins or penicillin
· Monitor vital signs

· Monitor Output (immediately report a decrease in output)
· Assess renal function (creatinine, BUN)

· Assess liver function

Nursing Diagnosis

· Risk for infection

· Risk for non-compliance with drug regimen

Patient Teaching

· Encourage client to consume buttermilk or yogurt to encourage good intestinal flora and prevent superinfection
· Encourage client to take the entire course of antibiotics

