Epogen/Procrit
Class

· Biologic Response Modifier

Action
· Given to simulate erythropoietin, a glycoprotein secreted by the adrenal glands that stimulates the bone marrow to produce more red blood cells which in turn provides more oxygen to the kidneys and the rest of the body

General

· Given IV or SQ
· Takes about 2 weeks to see lab work improve

· If Hct increases by 4 points in any 2 week period, the dose of Procrit should be decreased
Side Effects and Adverse Reactions

· Hypertension
· Arthralgia

· Edema

· Dyspnea

· Rash

· Injection site reactions

Other

· Contraindicated in patients with uncontrolled hypertension

